
In
 an

 effort to better d
irect its resou

rces in
 th

e d
y-

n
am

ic h
ealth

 care field
, L

akew
ood

 H
osp

ital h
as em

-
barked

 
on

 
a 

p
lan

 
to 

focu
s 

on
 

fou
r 

sp
ecialties 

—
geriatrics, n

eu
roscien

ces, d
iabetes treatm

en
t an

d
 ed

u
-

cation
, an

d
 orth

op
ed

ics.
In

p
atien

t care of p
ed

iatrics p
atien

ts w
ill be h

an
d

led
by F

airview
 H

osp
ital, also a m

em
ber of th

e C
levelan

d
C

lin
ic H

ealth
 S

ystem
.

Jan
ice M

u
rp

h
y, p

resid
en

t of both
 L

akew
ood

 an
d

F
airview

 h
osp

itals, sp
oke on

 th
e p

lan
 at a lu

n
ch

eon
m

eetin
g of th

e W
est S

h
ore C

h
am

ber of C
om

m
erce h

eld
A

p
ril 13 at L

akew
ood

 C
ou

n
try C

lu
b in

 W
estlake.

M
u

rp
h

y said
 th

at tod
ay h

osp
itals in

 system
s su

ch
as th

e C
lin

ic system
 m

u
st offer com

p
lim

en
tary serv-

ices to create econ
om

ic syn
ergies.

“W
e can

n
ot all d

eliver th
e sam

e level of care w
e d

id
40 years ago, 10 years ago,” sh

e said
. “T

h
e tech

n
ology,

th
e n

eed
s, th

e d
em

an
d

s are so d
ifferen

t.”
L

akew
ood

 H
osp

ital h
as sp

en
t $24 m

illion
 in

 cap
ital

in
vestm

en
ts sin

ce 2006, M
u

rp
h

y said
.

In
 2009, it ad

d
ed

 a 16-bed
 orth

op
ed

ic u
n

it, w
h

ich
h

as been
 attractin

g m
an

y p
atien

ts from
 L

orain
 C

ou
n

ty,
sh

e said
. T

h
e h

osp
ital’s staff also ad

d
ed

 10 C
levelan

d
C

lin
ic n

eu
rology sp

ecialists w
h

o treat con
d

ition
s su

ch
as m

u
ltip

le sclerosis, ep
ilep

sy an
d

 ch
ron

ic h
ead

ach
es.

G
eriatric care an

d
 d

iabetes ed
u

cation
 p

rogram
s h

ave
also been

 exp
an

d
ed

, sh
e said

.
L

akew
ood

 H
osp

ital cu
rren

tly h
as a 12-bed

 in
p

atien
t

p
ed

iatric u
n

it, bu
t it cares for on

ly on
e or tw

o p
atien

ts
on

 average, M
u

rp
h

y said
. In

 con
trast, F

airview
 H

osp
i-

tal h
as a 24-bed

 p
ed

iatrics u
n

it w
h

ich
 is h

eavily u
ti-

lized
, sh

e said
.

“F
or all in

ten
ts an

d
 p

u
rp

oses, [th
e in

p
atien

t p
ed

i-
atrics u

n
it] h

as alread
y m

oved
,”

M
u

rp
h

y said
.

L
akew

ood
 H

osp
ital w

ill con
tin

u
e to serve ch

ild
ren

w
ith

 services su
ch

 as ou
tp

atien
t d

iagn
ostic tests, ou

t-
p

atien
t su

rgery an
d

 em
ergen

cy care, M
u

rp
h

y said
.

T
h

e D
etroit R

oad
 h

osp
ital w

ill con
tin

u
e to p

rovid
e

ch
ild

birth
 care in

 low
-risk cases, M

u
rp

h
y said

. H
igh

er-
risk d

eliveries w
ill be d

on
e at F

airview
 H

osp
ital,

w
h

ich
 h

as a n
eon

atal care u
n

it.
C

u
rren

tly certified
 as a L

evel II trau
m

a cen
ter, L

ake-

w
ood

 H
osp

ital w
ill lose th

at statu
s in

 Jan
u

ary. M
u

rp
h

y
said

 on
ly abou

t 15 trau
m

a cases are seen
 at th

e h
osp

i-
tal’s em

ergen
cy d

ep
artm

en
t each

 year. T
h

at’s few
er

th
an

 1 p
ercen

t of all cases. T
h

e certifyin
g agen

cy said
th

at w
as n

ot en
ou

gh
 volu

m
e of trau

m
a cases to ju

stify
con

tin
u

in
g th

e certification
, M

u
rp

h
y said

. H
osp

itals in
th

e area h
ave begu

n
 takin

g a region
al ap

p
roach

 to
trau

m
a cases, sh

e ad
d

ed
.

T
h

e d
eclin

e in
 d

ru
n

k d
rivin

g accid
en

ts an
d

 th
e in

-
creased

 u
se of seat belts h

ave cau
sed

 a d
rop

 in
 tru

e
trau

m
a cases, M

u
rp

h
y said

.
T

h
e acu

te reh
abilitation

 p
rogram

s th
at p

rovid
e oc-

cu
p

ation
al 

an
d

 
p

h
ysical 

th
erap

y, 
n

ow
 

located
 

at
F

airview
 H

osp
ital, w

ill m
ove to L

akew
ood

 H
osp

ital,
M

u
rp

h
y said

. T
h

e goal is to h
ave 40 bed

s d
ed

icated
 to

reh
abilitation

 p
rogram

s, sh
e said

.
B

u
t th

at d
oes n

ot m
ean

 th
at L

akew
ood

 H
osp

ital is
aban

d
on

in
g its m

ission
 as a com

m
u

n
ity h

osp
ital, M

u
r-

p
h

y said
.

“W
e are an

 acu
te care h

osp
ital,” th

e said
. “A

 lot of
p

eop
le say to m

e, ‘Jan
e, you

’re ju
st tu

rn
in

g L
akew

ood
in

to a n
u

rsin
g h

om
e.’ A

n
d

 th
at isn

’t th
e case at all.

W
e’re really ju

st sp
ecializin

g ou
r services.”
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W
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O
RE

Lakew
ood H

ospital to focus on geriatrics, neurosciences


